[Ulcero-necrotic and lymphoproliferative naso-paranasal lesions in cocaine abuse].
In this work are reported two clinical cases of cocaine abusers with destructive lesions of nasal-paranasal cavities. The clinical presentation and the absence of a positive history of drug addiction led to a differential diagnosis between lymphoma, idiopathic median line granuloma and Wegener granulomatosis. Biochemical and serological examinations did not prove conclusive. The diagnosis was finally formulated on the basis of the documented presence of cocaine in the biological fluids. Emphasis is placed in the difficulty of obtaining a reliable case history in this type of patients. Moreover, the Authors point out that it is advisable to test for drugs in the biological fluids prior to undertaking time-consuming diagnostic procedures for pathologies which are extremely rare in the West countries.